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This article presents the results of a media monitoring study of the BookTube community content
on the YouTube platform. The research also includes the development of recommendations for
stakeholders. Method. The media monitoring of the Ukrainian BookTube was conducted using the
social media and online media monitoring and analytics platform powered by artificial intelligence,
YouScan. The monitoring period spans from September 2022 to August 2023. In total, 7,866 posts
were analyzed, from which 10 cases with the highest engagement levels (likes, comments, reposts,
views) during the monitoring period were selected. Results. The study revealed a steady increase
in mentions of the hashtag #0yxTpl06_ykpaiHchKot0 (BookTube in Ukrainian) throughout the
observed period, indicating continuous interest and activity within the BookTube community. In
the context of the decline in reading literacy levels, as recorded by the PISA-2022 study, the author
examines the YouTube platform as a tool for rethinking reading practices. The research is based on
the analysis of ten cases representing various aspects of literary content: analytical reviews of
works, debates around popular books, author recommendations, and personal library presentations.
Conclusions. The results show that YouTube contributes not only to the popularization of literature
but also to the development of critical thinking, emotional intelligence, and cognitive skills. The
unique opportunity to create long and detailed video formats allows teenagers to engage more
deeply with literature, develop analytical abilities, and perceive reading as an emotionally rich and
cognitive process. Book bloggers, who act as reading ambassadors, play a role not only as
promoters of books but also as trendsetters of contemporary reading culture, motivating teenagers
through emotional interaction with texts. The author emphasizes the importance of integrating
BookTube content into reading development strategies. This opens prospects for creating
partnership programs between educational institutions, libraries, and book bloggers, which will
contribute to the development of an interactive ecosystem to support youth reading culture.
Therefore, YouTube serves not only as a tool for promoting literature but also as a means of
transforming cultural practices and adapting reading to the conditions of the modern digital
environment.
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Horenuiana niaargpopmu YouTube nis nonynsipusauii YuTaHHA cepea miaJii-
TKiB: DOCJIIIKeHHA KeliciB

Ounexcannpa KoansoBa
KuiBcpkuii HarfioHansHUH yHIBepcuTeT iMeHi Tapaca llleBuenka, Yikpaina

VY crarTi npeacTaBiieHi pe3yabTaTd AOCIHIIKCHHS MEiaMOHITOPUHTY KOHTEHTY YHUTALBKOI CIiJIb-
HOTH «OyKThI0O» Ha muiatdopmi YouTube. JocmimkeHHs Takox nepedadae po3poOKy peKOMeH-
nauiit 1y 3anikaBiaeHux ctopid. Meron. MeniaMOHITOPHHT YKPaiHCHKOTO OyKThI00Y Oyio mpoBe-
JICHO 32 JJOMIOMOTO0 IJIaT(OPMH MOHITOPHHTY Ta aHANITHKH COLlialbHUX Meia i oHiaaiH-3MI, sika
BHUKOPHUCTOBYE IITY4HUI iHTeNeKT, YouScan. [lepion MoHITOpUHTY oxorutoe BepeceHb 2022 poky
— ceprenb 2023 poky. 3aranoM Oyno mpoaHanizoBaHO 7866 myOmikarii, 3 sKuX copmoBano 10
KeHcCiB 3 myOiKariii i3 HallBUIMM piBHEM 3aTydeHHS 3a IePiof MOHITOPHHTY (BIOI00ANKH, KOMe-
HTapi, pernoctu, neperisian). Pesynsrarn. JocimikeHHs BUSBUIO CTiiiKe 3pOCTaHHS KiJBKOCTI
3rajlyBaHb xemrery #0ykTeio00_ykpaincbkoro (BookTube in Ukrainian) mpoTsroM J0cCIiKyBaHOTO
nepiony, O CBIYUTH MPO MOCTIHHUI IHTEpeC 1 aKTHBHICTh YHTAIBbKOT CIIUIBHOTH «OyKTBIOO». Y
KOHTEKCTi 3HIDKCHHS PIBHS YUTAIBKOI TPaMOTHOCTI, 3adikcoBaHoro mocmimxeHHsM PISA-2022,
aBTop po3ninae miarhopmy YouTube sk iHCTPYMEHT /TSl HEPEOCMHCICHHS YUTAIBKUX MIPAKTHK.
JocnipkeHHs: 6a3yeThesi Ha aHaI31 ISCATH KEHCIB, sIKi MPECTaBISIOTh Pi3HI aCTIEKTH JIiTepaTyp-
HOTO KOHTCHTY: aHAJITHYHI OIVISAM TBOPIB, MOJIEMiKa HAaBKOJIO MOMYJISPHUX KHHT, peKOMEHIawil
aBTOpIB 1 mpe3eHTawii ocoductux OiOmiorek. BucHoBku. Pesynbratu cBimuath, mo YouTube
CIIpUsi€ HE JIMILE MOy IIpU3aLlii JiTepaTypH, ajie i pO3BUTKY KPUTHIHOTO MHCIICHHS, EMOLITHOTO
IHTEJIEKTY Ta Mi3HABAJIBHUX HABUYOK. YHIKaJbHA MOXIIMBICTh CTBOPEHHS TPUBAIUX 1 JETATBHUX
Bizeo(opMaTiB TO3BOJISLE MiJTITKAM [IHOIIE B3a€MOAISATH 3 JIITEPaTypolo, PO3BUBATH aHATITHYHI
3MI0HOCTI Ta CHOPUIIMATH YUTAHHS SK €MOLITHO HACHYEHUIl 1 mi3HaBanbHUN npouec. KHMUKKOBI
6rorepu, sIKi BUCTYIalOTh ambacagopaMy YMTaHHsI, BIAICPAOTh POJIb HE JIMIIE MOMYIISIPU3aTOPiB
KHUT, a i TPEHJICETTEPIB Cy4aCHOI YUTAIBKOI KyIbTYpPH, MOTHBYIOUH IiUTITKIB Yepe3 eMOLiiHy
B3a€EMOJIIIO 3 TEKCTaMU. ABTOp aKIEHTY€ Ha BaXJIMBOCTI iHTerpawii KOHTEeHTY OyKThIOOY Yy cTpare-
rii po3BuUTKy unTaHHsA. Lle BiOKpHBa€ MEPCIEKTHBH VIS CTBOPEHHS MAPTHEPCHKUX MPOrPaM Mix
OCBITHIMH 3aKJIaJjaMu, 0i0Mi0TeKaMU Ta KHU)KKOBUMH OJIOTepamu, 110 CIPUATUME NOOY/IOBI iHTe-
PaKTUBHOI €KOCHCTEMH JUTS MiATPUMKH YHUTALBKOI KyJIBTYpH MoJofi. Binrak, YouTube BucTynae
HE JIuIe 3aco00M MOMyNspU3allii JiTeparypH, a W IHCTPYMEHTOM TpaHcdopMailii KyJbTypHUX
MPaKTHK Ta aJanTanil YUTaHHs 10 YMOB Cy4aCHOTO LI(POBOIO CEpEAOBHILA.
Kniouogi crosa: 1nTaipka KynsTypa; OyKThIOO; i UTITKOBE YATAHHS; COL[iabHI MEpexi;

YouTube

In the modern digital environment, where social media has become an integral part of adoles-
cents’ daily lives, the development of reading culture is acquiring new forms and approaches. The
use of social media influences not only adolescents’ interest in reading but also their social and
psychological well-being.

Social media platforms such as TikTok, YouTube, and Instagram serve as effective channels
for fostering a reading culture among adolescents, facilitating the emergence of new reading com-
munities such as “Bookstagram,” “BookTok,” and “BookTube.” These platforms provide adoles-
cents with opportunities to share impressions of books they have read, receive emotional support
and feedback, and connect with like-minded individuals. Such digital communities make the read-
ing process more interactive and encourage the engagement of new readers, transforming literature
into a dynamic experience that integrates personal self-expression and communication.
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The results of the 2022 Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), which eval-
uates the competencies of 15-year-old adolescents in mathematics, reading, and science, indicate
a decline in reading literacy levels among Ukrainian adolescents (PISA, 2022).

The identified indicators underscore the need to rethink approaches to fostering adolescents’
reading culture. In contemporary discussions among Ukrainian literature educators, there is a
growing consensus that research findings highlight the necessity of reimagining teaching methods.
It is suggested that reducing the number of literary texts in the curriculum, while emphasizing their
in-depth study, would be more effective. Additionally, incorporating media texts — such as social
media content, news feeds, and opinion columns — into the educational process has been proposed.
Replacing the chronological approach to studying literature with a thematic one is also considered
a way to modernize the concept of reading, harmoniously blending literary knowledge with current
trends in educational communication?®,

These recommendations are particularly relevant in the context of significant changes in ado-
lescents’ lives following the full-scale military aggression by russia. According to the results of
the nationwide sociological study “Adolescents and Their Lives During the War” (2023), 38% of
adolescents use social media as a means of distraction from anxiety, negative news, and stress;
14% identified reading fiction as a way to cope with stress; 6% engage in blogging, and 5% in
writing activities, helping them maintain their interests even under stressful conditions. The ma-
jority of respondents (91%) expressed a desire to acquire new skills, with 13% indicating an inter-
est in accessing libraries with diverse literary resources. This highlights the importance of reading
not only as a tool for developing literacy but also as a means of emotional stabilization. Despite
the significant attention given to entertainment media, reading remains a relevant activity for self-
development and reducing emotional tension among contemporary adolescents (Kiy6 Jo6poxuiis,
2023).

Contemporary public discourse often expresses concern, and at times criticism, regarding the
impact of social media on personal development and the formation of social behavior. The National
Strategy for the Development of Reading in Ukraine until 2032, “Reading as a Life Strategy,”
notes that “reading for pleasure and development as a lifelong practice is gradually losing its pop-
ularity in Ukraine, being replaced by the consumption of ‘quick’ information from social media,
accessible video content, and television” (Ka6ixer Minictpis Ykpainu, 2023).

However, the current situation can be viewed not as a reading crisis but as a process of its
transformation. The growth of reading communities on social media platforms (“Bookstagram,”
“BookTok,” “BookTube”) indicates that adolescents continue to have an interest in literature and
book discussions, though they prefer new forms of communication and interaction. In light of this,
our research will focus particularly on YouTube. According to the results of the “Reading and
Social Networks” survey (2023), this platform ranks second in popularity among adolescent audi-
ences, trailing only after TikTok (Illmura, KoBamsosa, 2024).

YouTube is distinguished by the nature of its content: a more extensive and long-form format
that contrasts with the quick and dynamic content of TikTok and Instagram. This feature allows
YouTube to be considered a kind of alternative to lengthy texts, making it an important subject of
analysis in the context of studying reading culture. Examining YouTube content will provide
deeper insights into the platform’s impact on adolescents’ reading practices and its potential for
shaping new approaches to literary education.

The goal of the research is to analyze the publications of the “BookTube” community on
YouTube based on engagement criteria.

The research objectives include:

28 Artur Proidakov “If we talk about the results of PISA 2022.” URL:
https://www.facebook.com/arturproidakov/posts/3512895242285549?ref=embed_post
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1. To identify the content, themes, and characteristics of materials available on YouTube for
adolescents.

2. To interpret the results of media monitoring and highlight the most notable cases within the
dataset.

3. To determine the potential benefits of the identified cases from the perspectives of market-
ing, education, and upbringing, with the goal of fostering constructive dialogue with adolescents
and increasing their interest in reading.

Literature Review

The first theoretical pillar of our research is the theory of media culture and reading culture,
which views social media as platforms for transforming reading practices in the digital age. Ac-
cording to the Concept for Implementing Media Education in Ukraine, the formation of media
culture in society and preparing individuals for safe and effective interaction with mass media are
key tasks. Social networks such as YouTube, TikTok, and Instagram are becoming important tools
for promoting reading, offering new forms of consuming and discussing literature (HaiinpoHoBa,
2016).

At the same time, the State Program for Promoting Reading in Ukraine (until 2030) empha-
sizes engaging youth in book culture by adapting educational strategies to digital realities, making
social media a vital element in fostering reading activity among adolescents’.

The issues of media culture have been explored in the works of I. Bayda (2024), Pushkar and
Hrabovsky (2022), T. Krainikova (2016), L. Naidyonova (2018), A. Petrov (2024), N. Zrazhevska
(2021).

Contemporary adolescents are increasingly unable to conceive of their lives without an active
presence on social media. Through their online engagement across various platforms, adolescents
construct and define their social status. The cultivation of personal media culture and reading com-
petence has emerged as a crucial aspect of adolescent development, given the inherent impossibil-
ity of exercising complete control over media. Media culture entails the acquisition of skills related
to the search for, critical analysis, and evaluation of media products, as well as the capacity to
generate original content that reflects individual values and perspectives. Moreover, reading cul-
ture is intricately intertwined with media culture, particularly in the context of engaging with and
interpreting media texts.

Key concepts of the study include the definition of “reading culture”, which has been worked
on by V. Baluk (2016), T. Dovhan (2020), V. Lutskina (2016), I. Pogribna (2023), K. Tuchak
(2023).

In defining reading culture, we rely on the definition proposed by the scholar V. Baluk. Read-
ing culture is

a complex integrative formation of the personality, which includes components such as the need for
reading and a lasting interest in this process; reading erudition, the ability to perceive a literary work at
the level of analysis; a certain level of developed reading skills, the development of cultural communica-
tion between the student and the book; full perception of the read work; the ability to determine the
topic and main idea of the text, its purpose; the presence of age-appropriate literary knowledge, skills,
and abilities; the ability of students to use reading as a means of acquiring new knowledge for further
learning; the necessary level of theoretical-literary knowledge; creative abilities, the ability to evaluate
and interpret (Bantok, 2016).

» Reading Development Strategy for the Period Until 2032: “Reading as a Life Strategy” URL:
https://naurok.com.ua/strategiya-rozvitku-chitannya-na-period-do-2032-roku-chitannya-yak-zhitteva-strategiya-

349608.html
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The second theoretical foundation of our research is the theory of social networks. Instead of
viewing the decline in reading activity as a crisis, it is more appropriate to recognize it as a trans-
formation. Attempts to eliminate the use of social media in adolescents’ daily practices are futile.
A more constructive approach is to explore the potential of social media as tools for the develop-
ment of reading culture.

The use of YouTube as a tool in the educational process has been explored by V. Doniy (2021),
H. Myskyv (2024), L. Shevtsova (2024). Research on book blogging has been conducted by K.
Bohomaz (2024), O. Pogribna (2019), O. Politova (Kosnak, [Tonitosa, 2021), V. Stiahailo (2023).

A survey of 200 respondents revealed that the most popular platforms among adolescents are
TikTok, YouTube, and Instagram (IlImura, KoBansosa, 2024). TikTok and Instagram have become
hubs for the formation of reading communities, such as Bookstagram and BookTok, where users
exchange book recommendations, discuss literary works, and even create creative interpretations
of what they have read (KoBamsoBa, 2023). At the same time, the potential of the social media
YouTube, which, according to the results of our survey, ranks second in popularity among adoles-
cents, as well as the BookTube community, for the development of adolescents’ reading culture
remains insufficiently studied and less discussed in the academic discourse (Figure 1).

Figure 1.
Distribution of sources

= tiktok.com - youtube.com = instagram.com

The third theoretical pillar of our research lies in the developments within the fields of sociol-
ogy, psychology, pedagogy, and social communications, which provide an interdisciplinary under-
standing of the cognitive characteristics and motivations of adolescents. In Ukraine, new socio-
psychological conditions have emerged, influenced by several factors, such as remote learning
initiated by the COVID-19 pandemic and the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine. These cir-
cumstances have created a significant need for psychological, social, and neurobiological adapta-
tion, as the mental well-being of children and adolescents has been subjected to considerable stress,
and society has not always been prepared to respond to these challenges.

Particular attention is warranted for the YouTube platform, which, due to its format, allows
for the creation of longer and more in-depth videos. In addition to book reviews, YouTube features
analytical videos, interviews with authors, and literary discussions, all of which stimulate the de-
velopment of critical thinking. Compared to the dynamic and short content of TikTok and
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Instagram, YouTube stands as a powerful tool for promoting books and forming new approaches
to literary analysis.

Thus, the study of YouTube content is highly relevant for the development of adolescent read-
ing culture, as this platform has the potential to foster deeper literary analysis and the formation of
new reading practices.

Method

Data Collection

To explore the content of the BookTube community on YouTube and its evolving dynamics in
the context of the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, a targeted media monitoring study was
conducted. The research focused on the period from September 1, 2022, to August 31, 2023, cap-
turing shifts in reader engagement during a time of profound social change.

A total of 7,866 posts were analyzed, from which 10 cases with the highest engagement levels
(likes, comments, shares, and views) were selected for in-depth qualitative analysis. This allowed
for a nuanced view of the trends shaping the community’s interactions. The monitoring process
used the YouScan platform, which leverages artificial intelligence to track and analyze social me-
dia content, enabling the precise identification of themes and book-related discussions that reso-
nated most strongly with users.

Results and Discussion

Case studies from the first group challenge the theory of the exclusive popularity of short-
form videos, instead demonstrating that members of the BookTube community prefer genres and
works that stimulate a deeper understanding of literature through psychological and symbolic anal-
ysis. This indicates their interest in cultural heritage and their willingness to invest time in long-
form, meaningful content.

Case 1. Hidden meanings of “Harry Potter”

The video?® has received 9,000 likes, 135,367 views, and 2,311 comments. The video lasts 1
hour and 6 minutes. The first part covers the story of J.K. Rowling, her childhood, the origin of
the “Harry Potter” idea, and the publication of the first book. It also discusses the history of the
Weasley family prototypes. The second part contains a detailed analysis of the educational concept
of Hogwarts, comparing the houses with psychological types and analyzing the character of
Dumbledore as the ideal father figure. The video creator explains why the Harry Potter series can
be considered a textbook on child psychology, discusses the psychological aspects of Dementors
and Boggarts, uses a metaphor of the battle for Hogwarts, and analyzes the theme of orphanhood
in the biographies of Harry and Tom Riddle. Additionally, it is noted that “Harry Potter” is a rite
of passage for children into adulthood. The video begins with a prologue and ends with an epi-
logue. In the comments, viewers share that the video moved them: “A few times, tears welled up,
thank you for such a great analysis,” “I have tears in my eyes thinking about the difficulties J.K.
Rowling had to overcome...,” “Incredibly moved by the video, the clear sound, your voice, the
depth, the facts, and the story I didn’t know — it was very interesting to watch. I’m glad I spent an
hour of my time on this wonderful video),” “Such a touching and full of tenderness and love re-
view. At moments, tears welled up during the parts about Rowling’s life. Only an incredibly strong
woman, who loved herself, could survive such life situations and come out victorious.”

What does the case teach? The modern reader is interested in a fresh, engaging presentation
of the author’s biography of their favorite work, one that consists not of dry dates and facts, but of

3% The History of Creation, Hidden Meanings, and Psychological Analysis of “Harry Potter” by J.K. Rowling URL:
https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQpMv3MFWO4
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interesting anecdotes and life stories that evoke an emotional response from the reader: admiration,
sympathy, excitement, and the possibility of relating the author’s life to their own or the lives of
the characters. This form of biography presentation is potentially better suited for adolescents, as
they want to see the author not as an “icon of the literary pantheon” but as a real person with their
own life path, experiences, and a history of failures and triumphs.

Case 2. The World of Andrzej Sapkowski’s “The Witcher”

The video®! has received 3.1k likes, 29,104 views, and 182 comments. The video lasts 1 hour
and 18 minutes. In the video conversation, Andrzej Sapkowski discusses the history of “The
Witcher,” the historical background of the series, and details about the world of Geralt of Rivia.
Sapkowski also gives his own book recommendations, answers questions from viewers of the
livestream, and mentions that a new book about “The Witcher” might be released soon. In the
comments, viewers thank the author. Some comments are written in Polish and English.

What does the case teach? This case demonstrates readers’ keen interest in engaging with the
author of their favorite work. Audience reactions show a demand for the opportunity to hear di-
rectly from the author about the background and meanings embedded in the work, as well as to get
answers to questions about details that help them dive deeper into the universe of the story. The
unique opportunity to communicate with a favorite author may encourage adolescents to read, and
the book recommendations can expand their literary horizons.

Case 3. Heroism and Anti-Heroism in “The Lord of the Rings”.

The video?? has received 3.5k likes, 31,000 views, and 768 comments. The video lasts 35
minutes. The first part covers the creation of “The Lord of the Rings,” an analysis of the character
Frodo, and the exploration of pacifism and autobiographical elements in Tolkien’s work. The au-
thor then analyzes the characters of Legolas and Gimli, the political ideas in the novel, and the
metaphor of the ring as a symbol of power. The conclusion notes that Tolkien viewed power as
absolute evil. The final part of the video consists of an analysis of Boromir and Aragorn, along
with reflections on why Sauron sided with evil. The video ends with a story about Tolkien’s love
for Edith Bratt. The video contains a prologue and an epilogue.

In the comments, people thank the creator and mention that her channel is a real discovery on
Ukrainian YouTube: “You are simply a huge find on Ukrainian YouTube. I truly relax my soul
when watching your videos. Always interesting and very useful information, many details I didn’t
notice when watching the movie. The biography of the legendary author is simply stunning! What
an incredible and wise person lived in this world! Thank you so much for your work, I’m incredibly
glad that you created your channel and delight us with your videos! Sending hugs and expressing
gratitude!” “Please, don’t stop! It was so interesting to listen. I’m eagerly waiting for new videos!”
“This is the content that Ukrainian YouTube deserves. I discovered your channel, Alina, not long
ago and wanted to express my respect for the attention to detail and analysis you do in your videos.
It’s super cool, keep going!”

What does the case teach? The audience’s response indicates readers’ interest in deep, com-
prehensive analyses of works that focus on subtle details and interesting facts. The comments and
views confirm the audience’s readiness to consume long-form video content in order to gain well-
researched and analyzed information. Adolescents may not always be inclined to watch long vid-
eos, but if the topic is genuinely interesting and the video is well-made, it can capture their atten-
tion and stimulate their interest in the author, the literary work, and similar videos from other
BookTubers.

31 Andrzej Sapkowski — “The Witcher,” Slavic Mythology, Geralt of Rivia @ ¢ URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9kkfOg Wdo

32 The History of Creation, Hidden Meanings, and Psychological Analysis of “The Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien
URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvS45pIl4TSY
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The second group of cases demonstrates how social media shapes contemporary reading cul-
ture by opening up space for public criticism, discussions, and debates surrounding literature. The
debate around popular books, the issue of genre stigmatization, and the expression of unpopular
opinions contribute to the development of critical thinking, the dismantling of stereotypes, and the
formation of a more inclusive attitude toward literature.

Case 4. Debate in the BookTube Community around the Novel From Blood and Ash

The video?? has gained 1,900 likes, 19,732 views, and 316 comments. The duration of the
video is 39 minutes. The video offers an analysis of Jennifer Armentrout’s novel From Blood and
Ash. The author notes that they are expressing their personal opinion. The analysis begins with a
discussion of the book’s positive aspects, highlighting its ease of reading and well-written intimate
scenes. The author then transitions to the negative aspects, analyzing each in detail. They empha-
size that, in their opinion, the book contains many flaws, so they focus only on the main ones.
Among the negative aspects, the author mentions poorly developed characters, low-quality dia-
logues (illustrating this with excerpts from the book), the absence of any explanations regarding
the characters, and the irrational behavior of the protagonists. To support their arguments, the au-
thor provides specific examples from the book’s plot. At the end of the video, the author states that
they do not understand the phenomenon of the book’s popularity and the reasons for the positive
feedback from readers. Opinions in the comments section are divided: “Finally, someone said it!
To me, the characters are cardboard at best, and the jokes are repetitive. You can only understand
the world-building in the subsequent parts, and there it all more or less comes together. But the
fact that the book is overrated is undeniable. I don’t understand why everyone’s so obsessed with
this Macivka and Castile. For me, the main characters and the book itself are pure cringe.”; “Maybe
the lack of explanation is intentional, to maintain intrigue? Some people just want everything
spelled out, but it’s better to think, imagine, and speculate...”; “This story could have made an
excellent horror about a girl held hostage by a mad cult that sacrifices people to some Lovecraftian
god.”

What does this case teach? This case teaches that the perspective on a literary work should
not be standardized, and an unpopular review is not deviant but creates space for discussion, ex-
changing thoughts, impressions, and criticism. Audience reactions indicate that each reader per-
ceives a book based on their personal preferences and literary experience, which allows them to
find like-minded individuals and evaluate the arguments of alternative viewpoints. Adolescents
are unlikely to be interested in considering alternative perspectives; however, if an unpopular re-
view aligns with their personal impression of the work, they are more likely to listen to the book
recommendations of the BookTuber who posted it.

Case 5. Social Shame and Romance Novels

The video**, which garnered 1,000 likes, 10,724 views, and 268 comments, lasts for 19
minutes. At the beginning of the video, the author states that romance novels are a genre for which
people are often shamed. She confesses that she herself felt ashamed of her preferences and con-
cealed her love for romance novels, which led her to feel isolated and abnormal. The author also
notes that in English-speaking countries, there is no shame associated with a love for romance
novels. She suggests that this issue is specific to post-Soviet countries, where intimate topics were
once taboo. The author emphasizes that many people believe reading romance novels could lead
to a distorted perception of relationships. She also highlights the stigma surrounding these books
due to misogyny. Often labeled “women’s novels,” they are nonetheless of interest to people of all

3 OF BLOOD AND FILTH X € A DUMB ROMANTIC FANTASY THAT’S UNREADABLE &' AND THIS IS
SERIOUSLY POPULAR??? @ THE WORST BOOK EVER & URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSnnrcmrlro

3* How shameful is it to read romance novels and romantic fantasy? € URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvijt7-
GDmfM
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genders, as relationships, love, and sex concern everyone. At the end of the video, the author
stresses that there are no books specifically for men or for women. She adds that we must learn to
accept our own tastes and those of others. In the comments, viewers agree with the author: “Ste-
reotypes always prevent us from being ourselves... I love romance novels) I think any sensitive
woman loves them. The thing is, among them, just like with other genres, there are better and
worse ones...,” “I’ve never been ashamed of the books I read. At 19, I only read romance novels.
About a year ago, | saw some romance fantasy books on a friend’s shelf (a few books), and I was
surprised. I thought men didn’t read this kind of thing, but it turns out they just feel embarrassed
to admit it,” “It’s all because, in the twisted and deceptive Soviet Union, we were taught to see
literature as an elite art, meant to carry the light of knowledge and wisdom. But in reality, normal
people read for pleasure (and if they gain knowledge along the way, that’s an additional bonus).
From the perspective of enjoying oneself, I don’t really understand why we should be ashamed of
romance novels.”

What does this case teach? This case demonstrates that today’s readers are more open to pre-
viously stigmatized literary genres. The comments under the video point to a trend of breaking
down stereotypes and forming a more inclusive attitude towards literature. This is especially char-
acteristic of adolescence, as this period is marked by an active reassessment of established societal
norms.

Case 6. Unpopular Opinions About Books

The video?® has gained 739 likes, 8,002 views, and 184 comments. The duration of the video
is 39 minutes. In this video, the creator discusses unpopular opinions about books by various au-
thors. The video includes an overview of unpopular views on literature in general, as well as on
famous authors such as J.K. Rowling and Elizabeth Gilbert. The creator also analyzes unpopular
opinions regarding classical literature. She has collected all the comments received and discusses
them in the video. She agrees with some of the opinions, disagrees with others, but always justifies
her viewpoint.

The comments section features discussions on the topic: “An old truth — there are as many
opinions as there are people)) As a reader, [ have been shaped by classics, for me, authors like the
Bronté sisters, Austen, Agatha Christie, and almost all English classics, as well as Dumas and
French classics, are still much better and more interesting (and worth rereading, of course!) than
much of contemporary literature,” “Thank you for the video! I also really dislike when someone
doesn’t like a book, and they start trashing it. It’s very unpleasant; it’s one thing to express an
opinion, and another to say that anyone who likes it is wrong. I really like your attitude towards
all genres,” “I have this thought — how we perceive a book depends a lot on certain factors we
bring when we start reading it. Mood (when you’re in the mood for light reading, a philosophical
thriller might not work), background (people who are not familiar with Greek mythology, for ex-
ample, might not see the references in a certain work and may not understand its ideas), life values,
emotional experiences, knowledge of the era (when it comes to works by authors from the past,
you can’t view them through the lens of today — maybe Charlotte Bront€ wanted a different ending
in ‘Jane Eyre,” but would it have been published then?), and many other factors. You just need to
find what resonates with you and enjoy it). Personally, I didn’t understand ‘The Catcher in the
Rye,’ but after talking to different people, I saw that the same events evoked different reactions
and emotions from different readers, and what didn’t affect me, deeply moved someone else. This
is the beauty of literature”.

What does the case teach? Reader communities, particularly BookTube, today shape contem-
porary reading culture by creating a space for public criticism, discussion, and debate about liter-
ature. This case teaches constructive engagement with diverse perspectives on literature and

35 Reacting to your unpopular opinions about books %7 =5 &5 URL: https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8dogelPT-w
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promotes respectful communication. Debates about popular books, expressing unpopular opin-
ions, and the ability of the BookTuber to justify their point of view are especially valuable for a
teenage audience, as they foster the development of critical thinking, emotional intelligence, the
formation of one’s own reasoned position, and skills for engaging in meaningful discussions.

The third group of cases illustrates the significant role of book bloggers as trendsetters in
reading and role models for their audiences. Through such videos, bloggers not only popularize
reading but also shape certain cultural and reading norms. Their viewers often turn to them for
recommendations and inspiration, perceiving their literary preferences as a guide in the world of
literature.

Case 7. Personal Library: Presentation and Reorganization of a Book Collection

The video3® has garnered 1,500 likes, 22,423 views, and 105 comments. The video duration is
1 hour and 5 minutes. In the video, the author showcases her bookshelves, displaying book series
from authors such as Andrzej Sapkowski, Terry Pratchett, George Martin, J.K. Rowling, Stephen
King, and Ray Bradbury. The author also analyzes the genres represented in her collection and
publishers, including the Ukrainian “Vydavnytstvo Staroho Leva.” She demonstrates each book
and provides a brief overview of them. At the end of the video, the author summarizes the total
number of books in her collection and the number of those she has read. Her library consists of
196 books, of which 167 have been read.

What does this case teach? Such an extensive collection of books by both popular and lesser-
known authors can intrigue many adolescents. The video captures attention not only through its
aesthetic components, such as atmospheric filming, good editing, beautiful editions, and a large
and diverse collection, but also through the opportunity to choose a new book after a brief intro-
duction by the booktuber. Adolescents who become interested in a book or series will likely de-
velop more enthusiasm for reading, and may potentially delve deeper into the chosen literary genre
or heed the booktuber’s literary recommendations.

Case 8: Favorite Books by Stephen King

The video®” has garnered 1.5 thousand likes, 16 thousand views, and 199 comments. The
video’s duration is 29 minutes. In the video, the author shares her favorite books by Stephen King,
including “The Shining”, “Doctor Sleep”, “The Long Walk”, “The Dark Tower”, “The Dead
Zone”, “The Stand”, “The Shawshank Redemption”, and “Under the Dome”. She notes that “The
Shining” is not only her favorite King book but also her favorite book in general. She emphasizes
that the favorite book of any author is one that personally resonates with the reader, touching on
the most painful and intriguing aspects of literature. The author highlights her appreciation for
Stephen King’s ability to explore a single theme from various angles, drawing parallels to his other
works. In the comments, viewers share their favorite Stephen King books.

What does this case teach? Stephen King gained widespread popularity among Ukrainian
teenagers after expressing support for Ukraine at the beginning of Russia’s full-scale invasion.
Many teenagers expressed a desire to explore his works, reread previously read books, or continue
their exploration of his writings by purchasing Ukrainian editions. This extensive overview of
Stephen King’s work by a BookTuber who genuinely loves his books can help many teenagers
begin their journey with his most captivating works, with a greater likelihood of delving deeper
into the Stephen King universe later on. Audience reactions confirm the great value of his works
for many readers and their desire to share their favorite books with others.

Case 9: 80 Books for April and May

3 ALL MY BOOKS Rearranging my bookshelves and a bit about each of my 296 books URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FXATLfhGSA

7MY FAVORITE STEPHEN KING BOOKS @ A video for the author’s birthday URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM_053WRoxg
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The video® has garnered 1.3 thousand likes, 15.4 thousand views, and 96 comments. The
video’s duration is 55 minutes. The author begins the video by sharing that over the last two
months, her book collection has grown by a record number of books — 81. Among the new arrivals
are several books by Terry Pratchett, Stephen King, and Philip K. Dick, as well as autobiographical
novels. The genre variety of the books is quite broad. The author showcases each book and pro-
vides brief information about it, including the number of pages and the year of publication. In the
comments, viewers express their admiration for the video and the book review: “I really like the
extremely fast and concise description of the books, short and clear, no spoilers but intriguing. I
would love to see more reviews like this, though I also enjoy long ones because I get to hear your
voice longer)),” “Oh my god, that sound when you flip through the pages while showing the book
inside — it’s like reading porn,” “Long videos from you are just something incredible and be-
loved...I would happily spend four hours in your company with books.”

What does this case teach? This case demonstrates the significant influence of book bloggers
on adolescents’ book choices and the expansion of their reading repertoire by highlighting new
book releases, presenting different genres, and promoting lesser-known authors. Such genre diver-
sity and concise, intriguing descriptions will help many teenagers select something that interests
them. Audience reactions highlight the positive reception of long videos, especially considering
the quality of filming and the professionalism of the BookTuber. These videos can serve as both a
source of information about interesting books and authors that previously did not capture the
reader’s attention, as well as a cozy companion for relaxation, acting as a sort of anti-stress remedy
that helps viewers disconnect from daily life and immerse themselves in the atmospheric and aes-
thetic world of reading.

Case 10. Reading Journal of Donna Tartt’s The Secret History

The video?® has gained 884 likes, 8911 views, and 84 comments. The duration of the video is
46 minutes. In this video, the creator reads Donna Tartt’s The Secret History and refers to it as a
reading journal. At the beginning of the video, she outlines her expectations from the book, cate-
gorizing them into two areas: what she knows about the plot and what she would like to experience.
During the reading process, the creator highlights quotes and discusses her initial impressions of
the main character. She notes that the book has a high-quality Ukrainian translation and reads
excerpts while sharing her thoughts. After reading several chapters, the creator expresses her im-
pressions and reflects on the moments that most affected her. She mentions that over time, the
characters begin to reveal new facets. Upon finishing the first part of the book, the creator notes
that the ending of the first section aligns with her predictions, and she is now uncertain about what
to expect from the second part. She also highlights the vivid portrayal of the main character, which
allows for predictions about events related to him. The creator emphasizes that the first and second
parts of the book differ not only in events but also in character development. After completing the
reading, the creator shares her overall impressions of the book.

In the comments, viewers who have read the book share their perspectives: “I completely agree
with your conclusions, Kseniya. The Secret History is truly a valuable work. I read it in the spring,
but I already want to reread it. This book marked the beginning of my acquaintance with the author
and the aesthetics of the ‘dark academy.” No other book has made me think as much, and T still
discuss it with colleagues and friends, recommending it to others. I also want to say a huge thank
you for your incredible videos, your filming, editing, and atmosphere — amazing! Keep doing the
reading journals, they turn out incredibly well. You’re amazing!”; “Donna Tartt... This book is
simply an incredible masterpiece, it’s so strange... that for all the actions of the characters, I didn’t
judge them and even cried over what happened. I made the mistake of stretching it out, but it was

3% 80 NEW BOOKS @ A pile of books from April and May URL.: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zDwD0veUMc
3 READING DIARY i “The Secret History” by Donna Tartt URL: https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSFvty7M7dQ
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hard to read... Yet, I continue to live with it, having finished it less than a month ago, and I want
to read it again. It feels like it will never release its grip. Thank you for the video. It was very
aesthetic and emotionally rich.”; “Thank you for the video! I also recently read The Secret History.
I have a slightly UNPOPULAR opinion. I liked Bunny the most. Maybe he’s not serious, but in
my opinion, he’s not as vile and heartless as the others. If his friends didn’t want anyone to talk
about them, they shouldn’t have done it. Maybe I’m old-fashioned, but all the characters except
Bunny were simply disgusting to me. But I rate the book 5 out of 5 because such literature
SHOULD exist to give people an understanding of how easy it is to fall into trouble.”.

What does the case teach? The BookTuber presents reading as a vivid emotional experience,
demonstrating that a book can be a source of deep feelings and inspiration. Her enthusiasm and
warm attitude toward books convey to viewers that each story not only opens up a new world but
also has the power to evoke emotions — from excitement to anxiety, from joy to sorrow. In this
way, she demonstrates how literature becomes a means of enriching emotional life and even self-
understanding.

This approach holds particular value for a younger audience, as it helps develop emotional
intelligence by highlighting the importance of empathy, understanding different perspectives, and
a deeper awareness of one’s own feelings. Through her emotional interaction with books, the blog-
ger encourages her viewers not just to read but also to see books as a source of support, comfort,
and emotional connection, which, in turn, helps form lasting reading habits.

Conclusions

The conducted analysis of YouTube content highlights its significant potential for promoting
reading among adolescents and transforming traditional reading practices within the contemporary
digital environment. YouTube not only supports reading culture but also facilitates its adaptation
to the media reality. Long-form video content enables the creation of in-depth analytical materials
that attract teenagers by combining educational value, emotional resonance, and aesthetic presen-
tation. Thus, the media platform acts as a bridge from superficial consumption to conscious im-
mersion in literary works. Booktube community opens new opportunities for public literary dis-
cussion, exchanging opinions, and critically interpreting texts. Engagement in debates around pop-
ular books helps break stereotypes and fosters a more inclusive and flexible attitude toward liter-
ature, which is particularly crucial during adolescence.

Book bloggers are ambassadors of reading. They shape reading trends, popularize various
genres and authors, and inspire audiences through their personal emotional reactions to literary
works. Their influence extends beyond mere recommendations, introducing new models of inter-
action between young people and books. Social media, particularly YouTube, can be integrated
into the educational process as an innovative tool. Book bloggers’ video content not only deepens
literary knowledge but also develops key competencies in adolescents: the ability to analyze, ex-
press personal opinions, engage in discussions, and adapt literary content to the contemporary
context.

Videos featuring book analyses, interviews with authors, or personal library tours on YouTube
demonstrate that literature can be a source of not only knowledge but also profound emotional
experiences. This approach creates stronger emotional bonds between readers and texts, fostering
a lasting interest in literature. The use of platforms like YouTube should become a cornerstone for
updating national strategies to promote reading. Developing partnership programs among educa-
tional institutions, libraries, and booktubers can help create an integrated ecosystem that stimulates
the development of reading habits among young people. Thus, YouTube serves not only as a chan-
nel for promoting books but also as a space for transforming cultural values, enabling interactive
and deeper engagement with literature. Future research in this area could focus on developing
specific methodologies for integrating social media into educational curricula and studying the
long-term impact of media content on the reading culture of youth.
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